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dramatifts contrived to satisfy audiences and at the
same time to make profitable use of their privileged
position. But about 1820 the public took a tafte for
melodrama with magnificent Staging and, simultane-
ously, began to follow individual liar-players with their
favour. Beyond a certain point, however, they re-
sifted an increase in the price of seats. The coft of
productions doubled and trebled; the ftars demanded
salaries out of all proportion to their former earnings;
finally the owners of the aftual theatres (money-mad
as everyone else) raised the rents beyond an economic
figure. In consequence the monopoly-theatres saw a
succession of bankruptcies, as one gambling manage-
ment succeeded another and endeavoured, by spending
more than they were allowed to earn, to cater for the
growing elaboration of public tafte.1

Everyone, in faft, joined in the scramble for frippery;
and so luftily, that to the ardours of those ten years
of the reign of George IV may be credited the birth of
a particular ftrain in British vulgarity, which achieved
its latent blossoming in the artificial-silk refinement
of the nineteen-twenties.

Inevitably women set the pace in the new carnival
of self-indulgence. Themselves a form of dissipation,
they were able by pricing their favours highly to
secure for themselves liberty, amusement and cash
from men bemused by vanity and greed. "The
Englishwomen," to quote Mrs. Gore again, "whokid
aside their prudery to make a virtue of hero-hunting
certainly went lengths in the excitement of the hour
which it would be difficult to match in the hifioire
galante of less highly reputed countries."2 Young

1  General conditions in the theatre from 1800 to 1830 are forcibly-
described by Professor Allardyce Nicoll in his Hiftory of Early Nine-
teenth Century Drama (2 vols. 1930),    The ftudent may be referred
to this admirable work for fa&s and deduftions necessary to fill in
the interstices of the above skeleton argument.

2   Cecil, or the Adventures of a Coxcomb, 3 vols. 1841.